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PURPOSE
This method can be used by students to provide structure 
when writing essays and extended pieces of writing. 

It allows arguments to be clearly set out, allowing an 
evaluative conclusion to be formed.

QUICK TIP
Even though it’s called 
the ‘5 Paragraph Essay 
Planner’, it can actually 
have as many paragraphs 
as required.

5 PARAGRAPH ESSAY PLANNER

Starting Point
Begin with the title. 
This may be an essay 
title from a past paper.

Set out the introduction 
paragraph. Tell the reader 
what the essay will be 
about. Try to engage the 
reader’s interest right 
from the start.

Set out the 3 main 
points in each of the 
boxes. Then explain 
each point in as much 
detail as possible.

Set out the concluding 
paragraph. Try to 
summarise your main 
points and restate key 
ideas or points of view. 
It’s always good to 
leave the reader with 
a parting thought.
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