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PURPOSE
This method can be used by students to 
condense and organise important notes.

The method also involves a requirement 
to cover and recall key notes which helps 
strengthen understanding and faster recall 
of information.

QUICK TIP
Reproduce the structure on an 
A4 piece of paper. Then try to 
condense the notes onto that 
page only. You will have lots of 
information to take in. It’s important 
to focus on the key information and 
not just copy everything out.

CORNELL NOTE-TAKING STYLE

Cover the above notes and 
scribble pad notes & try 
to recall them in this box. 
This will help you check if 
you really understand the 
information. Add thinking
and related learning that
you may have heard in
class or beyond.

This is where you look back 
at all the above notes and 
write a summary.

Starting Point
Insert your topic title. 
Try to be as focused as 
possible. You may also 
consider starting with 
a question. This could 
be from a past paper.

Focus on the key 
information. Limit 
your number of bullet 
points. Try not to write 
in everything. 

Add key terms, 
concepts, formulae and 
any questions to ask of 
the teacher.
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