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PURPOSE
This method can be used by students to explore the 
likely causes of an effect (Outcome or event). 

Once the possible or probable causes have been 
identified students can consider what they see as 
the root cause(s) and reach an evaluative conclusion.

QUICK TIP
Try adding a different colour to 
each bone section to make them 
stand out and to support memory 
and faster recall. You could even 
add pictures or images to represent 
the key words and phrases.    

Cause Effect

Add as many boxes as 
required. Although be 
sure it’s not just a repeat 
of another cause.

FISHBONE DIAGRAM (CAUSE & EFFECT) 

Break the possible causes 
down into sections 
labelling a section with a 
key word or phrase. Add 
as many additional bones 
as needed depending on 
the number of sections 
required.  This chunking of 
information will support 
memory and recall.

Starting Point
Identify the problem / 
outcome / effect you 
want to study.

Break each section down 
into parts. Focus on 
key words and phrases. 
Avoid just copying notes 
across. Add as many 
small bones as required.  
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